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 “It is the theory that decides what can be observed” 
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This thesis deals with the interrelationship between two criminal phenomena: Trafficking 

in Human Beings for the Purpose of Sexual Exploitation, and Official Corruption in Brazil. 

The study is based on empirical data from four different sources: three sets of secondary 

data and a survey.  

 

Chapter I highlights the importance of the study, the problems addressed by the thesis, and 

its objectives. Chapter II explores up-to-date scientific literature, the working hypothesis, 

applied methodology, and research design. Chapter III presents the empirical findings of 

each set of data which shows the dependence of Trafficking in Human Beings on 

Corruption, the most vulnerable points for corruption during the trafficking and criminal 

justice chains, regional differences and trends on THB and Corruption in Brazil.  

 

Multivariate analysis is used to highlight the correlation between the two criminal 

phenomena, the strength of their interrelationship and the predictability. The dependence 

of Trafficking on Official Corruption is analysed by means of qualitative methods. Chapter 

IV presents the final conclusions.   
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The term ´IHGHUDO� VWDWHVµ as it appears in this thesis refers to all federal states in Brazil 

including the Federal District, unless specified otherwise.  

 

The term ´PLQRUµ as used in this thesis refers to any person under the age of eighteen, 

according to the definition of “child” in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 


